
• Cefic develops a “thought starter” on
REACH workability

• Cefic challenges Commission impact
assessments

• Cefic develops communication strategy
based on workability & competitiveness

• Cefic organises industry response 
to internet consultation

• Active advocacy by Cefic at 
Commission level

• Draft REACH legislation proposed 
by EU Commission

• Following review of existing 
chemicals legislation, EU decides 
to develop a new, integrated
regulatory policy

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

The long road to REACH:
Registration, Evaluation and Authorisation of Chemicals

• White Paper 
published by 
EU Commission

• Cefic develops 
“One Voice” 
industry positions

• Active advocacy by Cefic for “opinion”
reading by EU Parliament and Council

• Chemical industry
participates in
Commission
Working Groups to
prepare elements
of REACH

• Active advocacy by
Cefic at EU and
national levels

• Cefic initiates 
study on the critical
drivers for the 
long-term 
competitiveness 
of the European
chemical industry.
The study involves
150 industry
experts, CEOs and
external consultants

• EU leaders adopt the 
“Lisbon Strategy” to transform 
the EU into "the most dynamic 
and competitive knowledge-
based economy in the world”

• EU leaders agree
to boost R&D
spending to 3% of
GDP, however
chemistry
nowhere on
agenda for EU
public funding

• Cefic delegation
meets with EU
Research
Commissioner
Philippe Busquin 

• Cefic makes its proposals 
for Technology Platforms;
identifying areas in need 
of R&D boost

• First high level 
working group 
on SusChem

• Formal launch
of SusChem
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From Lisbon to a new industrial policy:
The EU High Level Group on the
Competitiveness of the European
Chemicals Industry (HLG)

• Cefic publishes the
“Horizon 2015”
report, which rings
the alarm about the
eroding European
leadership in 
chemicals and calls
for the establishment
of a “senior EU 
advisory group” to
develop a long-term
vision for the industry

• Cefic delegation
visits EU trade
Commissioner
Pascal Lamy further
to his request for a
long-term vision on
the competitiveness
of the European
chemical industry,
in order to enable
targeted EU action
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Industry catches the EU research wave: SusChem -
the European Technology Platform for Sustainable Chemistry

• Cefic contributes
to White Paper
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