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Receiving an updated SDS for a
raw material for coatings or printing inks
•

•

•

•

Many coatings manufacturers receive new SDS’s simply
because the old ones were updated to include the CLP
classifications for hazardous substances.
These are not ext-SDS’s
If you receive an ext-SDS with a registration number and with
annexes that look like ES’s, we need to check if our own uses
are included:
– Manufacturing of paint or printing ink
– Cooking of a resin (polymer) used in our products
Since many of our customers are SME’s, who have limited
knowledge about REACH, we also check if our customers’ uses
are covered
For larger companies: find out where your updated SDS’s could
be received: RM administrator, RM warehouse, Purchasing,
Credit department, Multi site companies, etc.
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Receiving an updated SDS for a
raw material for coatings or printing inks
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Early experiences
•

Our experience is still limited: 25-50 ext-SDS’s for medium sized
to large companies (one company 100), but many SME’s only
received a few or even nothing

•

This is 10 – 20 % of what we expected, based on the ECHA list
of registered substances

•

90 – 95 % deals with single substances only: solvents, additives
and crosslinkers (not polymeric)

•

Expert judgment is needed! Especially the lengthy and very
complete ext-SDS’s are not easy to digest. Around 20%
requires further investigation

•

So far, many ext-SDS’s don’t create problems. OC’s and RMM’s
from the ES’s are well covered by the information we already
provide in traditional SDS’s (manufacturing coatings and
applying them by professionals)
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Early experiences

Early experiences

But now we continue with the conclusion
that you cannot find a certain important use.
Which options do you have……..
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What to do if my conditions of use
are not covered
1. Go back to your supplier and ask him to include your use(s) and
the ones from your customers.
–
–
–

–

–

By far the most convenient option for a DU.
In many cases the evaluation by the manufacturer will be simple
Generally this will take some time. Should your supplier not be
willing to include your use in his ext-SDS, or come back to you with
an advise against, you have only 12 months to meet your
requirements by implementing step 2, 3 or 4.
Don’t take a “use advised against” for granted. You may have
picked up an ext-SDS that was not meant for you!
Some manufacturers have been very helpful to their customers.
They only supply the ES’s to them which the customers have
indicated to be relevant to them. When these documents get spread
by email, you may come to wrong conclusions
The more ext-SDS’s we get, the more this option will be applied
e.g. Solvent Resin Manufacturers purchasing solvents for their
products: SU-3 and PROC 2/3. These will go via coatings
manufacturers to professional users: SU-22 and PROC 10/11
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What to do if my conditions of use
are not covered
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What to do if my conditions of use
are not covered
2. Adapt your activity to the ES that is supported by the supplier
a. Change your OC’s and or RMM’s in such a way that you
meet the ES conditions
This may lead to shorter working days and / or investments
b. Tell your customers to change their OC and or RMM’s
This may lead to high investments or very impractical ways
of working: less hours per day, diluted products with inferior
properties, etc. Economic damage
c. Adapt the composition of the product / choose another
market
Unrealistic for coatings and printing ink manufacturers or
customers. We cannot simply change a coatings formulation
overnight (< 12 months) and keep the same properties
You only have 12 months to adapt to the ext-SDS’s supplied to
you on the day one….
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What to do if my conditions of use
are not covered
3. Look for an alternative supplier who has included your uses for
this substance.
– Make sure that you are looking to the correct document in
the first place.
– Multiple vs. single sourcing influences your buyer’s
dependency
– If it was so easy, why did your initial supplier not include
your use
– Tell your supplier that he will lose your business, because
you found a better solution
– Your 2nd supplier may not have registered yet (no uses
included)
Again 12 months to implement the new supplier and to comply
with his ext-SDS’s
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When should I carry out my own CSA
4. Carry out your own Chemical Safety assessment

•

•
•

•
•
•

If your use is not included and the previous options did not help,
or if you don’t want to communicate your use to the registrant,
you may need to do an own CSA.
It may be an advantage to keep your use unknown to the
manufacturer
You still need to demonstrate “safe use”. After that you have to
attach the ES(’s) to your SDS. For this it is essential to have
DATA on the chemical substance and on the exposure. This
may be a limiting factor
“Use advised against”…. What was the reason behind this?
Expertise is required. This may be a problem for SME’s
You may even be obliged to produce a CSR, but you don’t need
to submit it to ECHA. There are exemptions to this obligation.
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Summary
•

If you receive a new ext-SDS you have to check it carefully
(develop your expertise)

•

When your uses and the ones from your customers are
covered, you are OK.
You have at maximum 12 months from the day of receipt to
comply with the ES

•

If your uses are not covered you have basically 4 choices:
1. Ask your supplier to update his ext-SDS
2. Adapt your activity
3. Choose another supplier
4. Do your own CSA

•

In all cases you have 12 months to complete your activity

•

If you use none of these you have to quit the use of the
substance
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My use is not covered,
but now I know what to do
Thanks for your attention
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