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Manual of the Cefic Use (Descriptor) Library 
 
 
The information contained in this paper is intended for guidance only and whilst the 
information is provided in utmost good faith and has been based on the best information 
currently available, is to be relied upon at the user’s own risk. No representations or 
warranties are made with regards to its completeness or accuracy and no liability will be 
accepted by Cefic nor any company participating in Cefic for damages of any nature 
whatsoever resulting from the use of or reliance on the information. This document does 
not necessarily represent the views of any company participating in Cefic. 
 
 
1. Purpose of the use (descriptor) library? 
 
 
Cefic has developed the use (descriptor) library to make information available relevant  for 
the preparation of internal company’s use mappings by the actors in the supply chain.  
The basis for this exercise is the use descriptor system provided in the Guidance on 
Information Requirements and Chemical Safety Assessment, Chapter R. 12: Use 
Descriptor System1 (http://echa.europe.eu/reach_en.asp).  
 
The use (descriptor) library aims to provide support for the following activities: 
 
ü Generate a generic set of descriptors that can be used for communication in the 

supply chain to make uses known to all relevant actors 
 

ü Generate a generic set of descriptors that can be used as a starting point for an 
exposure assessment 

 
The use (descriptor) library allows for the determination of a basic set of key entry fields 
via selected search functionalities leading to the corresponding section of the use mapping 
on a sector association web page. The user of the library will be able to download the 
selected information onto his own computer for further processing. 
 
For more information on how to use the use mappings for the development of Exposure 
Scenarios and for the communication in the supply chain, please refer to the 
corresponding Cefic guidance:  
http://cefic.org/templates/shwPublications.asp?HID=750&T=806 
 
 
2. General information available on Cefic website  
 
 
For an overview of sector associations activities please refer to the overview of 
association’s activities available on the Cefic website: 
http://cefic.org/en/reach-for-industries-libraries.html 
 

                                                 
1
 Current reference is the 02/2010 version of the guidance. 

http://echa.europe.eu/reach_en.asp
http://cefic.org/templates/shwPublications.asp?HID=750&T=806
http://cefic.org/en/reach-for-industries-libraries.html
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There you can get an overview on the status on e.g. use mapping, OC / RMM / standard 
phrases or GES activities of European and selected local sector associations. 
 
 
3. Short description of the functionalities of the use (descriptor) library. 
 
Short explanation of the key entry search fields: 
 
ü Association acronym, e.g. AISE. The full name of the association will be 

explained in the appendix 
 

ü Sector of use, in detail SU 3, SU 21 and SU 22, which will allow an easy assigning 
to Chesar and IUCLID 5.2 main entry tables. 

 
ü Product Category, e.g. PC 32, allowing a more detailed allocation of the supply 

chain of interest  
 
ü Application, e.g. cleaning and maintenance, which should help to allocate the 

general field of activity of the sector association 
 
The upper mentioned key entry fields can be chosen from a pick list included in every key 
search field. 
 
After determination of the key entry fields, click on a link that leads to the corresponding 
section of the aligned sector association. 
 
If needed, download the resulting use mapping information onto your computer for further 
processing. 
 
4. Example of the process  
 
 
The user of the library of use mappings enters information in one of the searching fields: 

 
 
 
 
 

User of Cefic library

Entry fields e.g.:

-Association acronym

-Application

-…others?

Database in Cefic 

server

List of Links to the 

information
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The library will provide a link(s) to the available use mapping(s) for the entered 
information: 
 

 
 
The user can then download the available use mapping(s) from the relevant link(s) and 
proceed with treatment of the information if necessary e.g. preparation of tables for supply 
chain communication: 
 

 
 
Please note that the uploading of use mappings to Chesar2 or other assessment tools 
should currently be done manually. The availability of XML formats in the future will allow 
automating this process. 
 
 

                                                 
2
Chesar is a tool developed by ECHA which aims to help companies carry out their Chemical Safety 

Assessments (CSA) and prepare their Chemical Safety Reports (CSR). For more information: 

http://chesar.echa.europa.eu/ 

User of Cefic library

Entry field: CEPE

Database in Cefic 

server

List of Links:
Manuf of  powder and coatings:

http://cepe-

myeteam.eudata.be/EPUB//easnet.dll/GetDoc?APPL=1&DA

T_IM=1022AE&DWNLD=ajns0163b - descriptors of use -

coatings and inks manufacture (powder products).xls

Manuf of  other coatings:

http://cepe-

myeteam.eudata.be/EPUB//easnet.dll/GetDoc?APPL=1&DA
T_IM=1022AC&DWNLD=ajns0162b - descriptors of use -

coatings and inks manufacture (all, except for powder 

products).xls

Industrial application of  coatings:

http://cepe-

myeteam.eudata.be/EPUB//easnet.dll/GetDoc?APPL=1&DA

T_IM=101DC5&DWNLD=ajns0164final - descriptors of use -

coatings and inks application (industrial).xls

Professional application of coatings:

http://cepe-

myeteam.eudata.be/EPUB//easnet.dll/GetDoc?APPL=1&DA
T_IM=101DC7&DWNLD=ajns0165afinal - descriptors of use 

- coatings and inks application (professional).xls

Download from 

Associations’ websites 

the excel file

Manuf of  powder and coatings:

http://cepe-

myeteam.eudata.be/EPUB//easnet.dll/GetDoc?APPL=1&DAT_IM=1022
AE&DWNLD=ajns0163b - descriptors of use - coatings and inks 

manufacture (powder products).xls

Manuf of  other coatings:

http://cepe-

myeteam.eudata.be/EPUB//easnet.dll/GetDoc?APPL=1&DAT_IM=1022

AC&DWNLD=ajns0162b - descriptors of use - coatings and inks 

manufacture (all, except for powder products).xls

Merge information 

into a single table
Upload to company’s 

supply chain 

communication tool

Or upload to CHesar or 

other assessment tool

http://chesar.echa.europa.eu/
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5. Example of how to use the use descriptor library  
 
The user opens the library of use mappings: 
 

 
 
 
The user knows that he is looking for the information made available by the detergents 
association AISE, so he selects AISE from the drop-down of the list of acronyms in column 
A: 
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After clicking ‘OK’, the library will only show the links to AISE available use mappings: 
 

 
 
 
 
If the name of the association is not known to the user, but he knows that he is looking for 
information from the paints sector, he can go to ‘application’ and look for ‘paints’: 
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After clicking ‘OK’, the library will only show the links to available use mappings for paints: 
 

 


